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Study on Violence Prevention in the  

Educational Institution "Kindergarten" - 
Present Approaches and Development Possibilities 

 
 
 
 
 
Organization:  
The International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR) was founded in 1919 and is an association of 70 
peace organizations in over 40 countries. IFOR members, among them well known Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureates (including M.L. King, M. Corrigan-Maguire, and A. Perez Esquivel) are committed to active 
non-violence from a spiritual basis at a personal & social level. IFOR supports communication, events, 
conferences, trainings, urgent actions and campaigns to combat violence, has consultative status at 
UN and UNESCO and is a member of the Conference of European Churches. With the funding of the 
Dutch Ministry IFOR runs the Women Peacemakers Program and supports research in action in 
education for peace and non-violence. 
 
Summary: 
This project aims to research peer conflict resolution skills and present approaches to peace 
education, to sustainable primary violence prevention, its frameworks, structures and development 
possibilities in kindergartens and similar educational establishments. Conclusions, recommendations 
on conditions, good practice will be spread on European level (those responsible for policy and 
provision of education and educational practitioners). The results will be achieved by observation of 
the children, questionings of staff & parents, strategy workshops and supervision (interdisciplinary 
reference group). In follow up activities, the study will help to develop & evaluate curricula and 
programs for use in kindergartens as well as for intitial and in service teacher trainings. It offers a 
framework for further research, for identifying "good practice", for the development of appropriate 
indicators and for the establishment and work of a new network. 
 
Rationals &  Objectives 
The project is needed because studies give evidence that violence among youth is widespread. 
Psychological disturbances and the acceptance of violence are growing particularly in the young 
generation. Although the importance of early learning is recognized and violence prevention education 
is legally embodied at the European level, the age group, implementation, effects, frameworks, 
structures and development possibilities of sustainable approaches to primary prevention on 
kindergaten level are under-researched. The study helps to deepen the understanding of violence and 
protection mechanisms among 3-6 year olds and can contribute to the development of policy at 
European level. As a starting point for a planned project process, it can help to create a model for 
implemention of sustainable approaches to primary prevention in educational institutions. 
 
In order to improve protection from violence in kindergartens, the project will provide a database on 
conflict resolution skills of peers, practice, frameworks, structures and development possibilities of 
sustainable peace education and primary prevention. Information will be spread to those responsible 
for educational policy and provision and the public. The data collected in kindergartens which give a 
high priority to the subject will create a context in which follow up studies and activities can help to 
further develop, implement and evaluate primary prevention, identify "good practice", curricula and 
educational packages for children and for teacher training. 
 
Expected results  

A) Valide data that is able to be presented concerning practice and development possibilities 
of sustainable approaches to violence prevention in kindergartens.  
(B) Reports on findings to be sent to those responsible for educational policy and provision in 
Sweden, Norway, Belgium, Germany, France, the Netherlands, Poland, Italy and the existing 
national and international networks by IFOR and partner institutions.  
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(C) A web page with results of the study for various target groups (kindergarten personnel, 
parents, teacher training and scientific institutions, those responsible for educational policy 
and provision).  
(D) An inter-institutional conference with participants from kindergartens, scientific and tea-
cher training institutions and those responsible for educational policy and provision to be held. 
(E) An interdisciplinary and inter-institutional network "violence prevention & non-violent 
conflict resolution in kindergartens" to be founded to assure the sustainability in the project 
process planned and beyond. 

 
Partners and participants of this project 

1. Förderverein Kinder, Jugend und Kultur Grenzach-Wyhlen e.V.: helping in project 
conception, preparation, implementation, fundraising and dissemination in Germany. Its 
expertise, network, experiences, resources ideally complement those of IFOR 
2. Kindergartens in six European countries committed to sustainable approaches to 
primary violence prevention in their everyday work. They agreed to a longterm cooperation in 
order to help to further develop aforementioned approaches. They can provide resources 
needed for the study and follow up activities:  

2.1 Gemeindekindergarten "Löwenzahn", Germany 
2.2 Ängbybarnens Förskolor, Sweden 
2.3 I Ur och Skur Brastabacke ek för, Sweden (Outdoor pedagogy) 
2.4 Homepetitten Barnehage, Norway 
2.5 Ecole Communale de et à Ecaussinnes, Belgium 
2.6* Publiczne Przedszkole 2, Poland 
2.7* Instituto Comprensivo Pietrasanta, Italy 
2.8  Bjorkekroken barnehage, Norway 
 

3. Research institutions &  universities:  
They can provide the necessary resources for the study and future evaluation work, agreed to 
a long term cooperation, to take responsability for publication and dissemination and co-
funding.   

3.1 Kontaktstelle für praxisorientierte Forschung an der EFH Freiburg e.V. –  
      Zentrum für Kinder und Jugendforschung 
3.2 University Halmstad to provide the data from Sweden. 
3.3 Universite de Paix, Namur 
3.4 Department of Special Needs Education, University of Oslo 
3.5 University of Lodz, Dpt. Early Childhood Education 
3.6 Dipartimento di Studi Sociali, University of Florence 
3.7 Centro Interdipartimentale Scienze per la Pace (CISP), Pisa University 
 

4. A reference group composed of representatives from different research disciplines will 
help to supervise the project results and intergrate their aspects into the study: Prof. Gerd 
Wiendieck, personnel and organisational development, Prof. Jacques Fortin, public health, 
pediatry, Prof. Lennart Vriens, Psychology, Peace Education, Janne Poort van Eeden, 
Practitioner on Peace Education, Teacher training, Curriculum development (EURED), will 
help to create synergies with IFOR's violence prevention program for women 
 
5. Associated Partner: Initiative für Praxisforschung (ipf) in Switzerland and cooperating  
kindergartens and university in Kosovo enriching the study with aspects regarding VP and PE 
under difficult conditions (traumatised children, parents, post-war area, hardly any resources) 

 
Use and Dissemination of Project Results 
Although this 12 month study is a self-contained proposal, it is hoped that it will form the initial project 
within a 3-year project process. All partners have agreed to co-operation in both time frames. 
Therefore, the use and dissemination of results may well go far beyond the proposed study. USE:        
1. Results of this study  will be used for identification of activities for further development of present 
practice in the partner kindergartens, 2. The information can be used by those responsible for 
educational policy and provision, by kindergarten teachers and parents to further develop their 
concepts and practice, 3. Universities, research and teacher training institutions can use the 
information for further development of programs and curricula for the use in kindergartens and initial 
and in-service teacher trainings. It can help to open up new target groups, financial resources for 
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follow up research and evaluation. Recommendations can be derived. Practice oriented master and 
doctoral theses can be encouraged within the project frame. DISSEMINATION: well directed 
information (reports, articles), invitation to conference will help to reach the target groups and 
interested, specialized audience (within existing networks), webpage, press releases will help to reach 
the public. 


