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2005 SPANISH ACT ON THE PROMOTION OF 
EDUCATION AND A CULTURE OF PEACE

Background

� Declaration and Programme of Action on a 
Culture of Peace adopted by the General 
Assembly (UN, 1999)

� International Decade for a Culture of Peace 
and Non-Violence for the Children of the 
World (UN, 2001-2010)



Declaration and Declaration and ProgrammeProgramme of Action on a Culture of of Action on a Culture of 

Peace adopted (1999)Peace adopted (1999)

(1/1)(1/1)

� The main goal of this programme is that Governments, 
International Organizations and Civil Society should promote
and strengthen a culture of peace in the new millennium.

� This programme was principally based on three official
documents: 

1) the Charter of the United Nations, 
2) the Constitution of the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
3) the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

� This Programme of Action is the basis for the International
Year for a Culture of Peace 2000 and the International
Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the
Children of the World 2001-2010.



International Decade for a Culture of Peace and NonInternational Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non--

violence for the Children of the World (2001violence for the Children of the World (2001--2010) 2010) 

(1/2)(1/2)

� The International Decade draws special attention to the
creation of a global movement for a Culture of Peace according
to the Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of 
Peace adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations. 
For this reason, the International Decade points out the
importance of developing partnerships and a new information
tecnologies networks. 

� The International Decade on the Culture of Peace includes eight
areas of action: 

� A Culture of Peace through Education
� Sustainable Economic and Social Development
� Respect for all Human Rights
� Equality between Women and Men
� Democratic Participation
� Understanding, Tolerance and Solidarity
� Participatory Communication and the Free Flow of Information and
Knowledge

� International Peace and Security



International Decade for a Culture of Peace and NonInternational Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non--

violence for the Children of the World (2001violence for the Children of the World (2001--2010) 2010) 

(2/2)(2/2)

� According to the Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of 
Peace and the International Decade adopted by the United Nations, the 
contents of any type of education for a Culture of Peace and Non-
Violence should include values, attitudes, modes of behaviour, and
ways of life in order to promote peace among individuals, groups, and
nations..

� Education aimed at promoting a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence
should include the following actions:

� Training of school administrators, teachers, families, etc.
� Revision, production, and dissemination of curriculum materials.
� Networking of national institutions, non-governmental

organizations, etc.
� Promotion of linguistic pluralism and multilingualism.
� Encouraging designe, implementation, and evaluation of projects.
� Creation of special educational programmes for orphans, refugees...
� Strengthening the active role of families and local communities.
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GoalsGoals onon Culture Culture ofof PeacePeace

in in thethe 20052005 SpanishSpanish ActAct onon thethe PromotionPromotion ofof

EducationEducation andand a Culture a Culture ofof PeacePeace

(1/1)(1/1)

1. Spain will solve its international disputes in accordance
with the UN Carter, collaborating to strengthen Peace, 
International Security, Cooperation, and Human Rights.

2. The Spanish Government will promote peace through
education, culture, research, cooperation, solidarity, and
information.

3. Spain will establish cooperation mechanisms with the
regional and local authorities as well as national and
international organisations in order to propose
memorandums related to a Culture of Peace.



ActionsActions onon Culture Culture ofof PeacePeace

in in thethe 20052005 SpanishSpanish ActAct onon thethe PromotionPromotion ofof

EducationEducation andand a Culture a Culture ofof PeacePeace

(1/1)(1/1)

�� EstablishEstablish mechanisms for fostering dialogue with the civil society
in in orderorder toto ensureensure thatthat thethe 2005 2005 SpanishSpanish ActAct onon thethe PromotionPromotion ofof
EducationEducation andand a Culture a Culture ofof PeacePeace isis beingbeing correctlycorrectly implementedimplemented..

�� PromotePromote a a national and local curriculum atat allall levelslevels ofof thethe
educationeducation systemsystem in in accordanceaccordance withwith a Culture a Culture ofof PeacePeace..

�� CollaborateCollaborate withwith thethe UnitedUnited NationsNations in in thethe promotionpromotion ofof
specialisedspecialised universitiesuniversities forfor peacepeace..

�� FosterFoster increasedincreased publicpublic knowledgeknowledge ofof iinternational legislation
regarding human rights..

�� PromotePromote training in in negotiation, mediation, and conflict resolution
tecniques..

�� Produce Produce textbooks, materials and audiovisual programmes
orientedoriented toto encourageencourage valuesvalues ofof nonnon--violenceviolence, , tolerancetolerance, , 
democracydemocracy, , solidaritysolidarity, , andand justicejustice..
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SpanishSpanish ProposalsProposals forfor a Culture a Culture ofof PeacePeace
TheThe Alliance Alliance ofof CivilizationsCivilizations (1/1)(1/1)

-Mr. Kofi Annan, UN Secretary-General, adopted the Alliance of Civilizations
and set up a High-Level Group for the publication of a report with specific 
measures in relation to the Alliance of Civilizations.

-The President of Spain, Mr. José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, presented the
Spanish Act on the promotion of Education and a Culture of Peace.

2005

-The Spanish Miinistry of Presidency presented the National Plan for the 
Alliance of Civilizations according to the invitation of Mr. Ban Ki-moon,  present 
UN Secretary-General.

-The Spanish Government hosted the First Alliance of Civilizations Forum
(Madrid, 15th-16th January 2008).

2008

2006 -The High-Level Group presented a report with political recommendations 
aimed at addressing a threat that might endanger international peace and 
stability. In addition, this report included practical measures for the fields of 
education, youth, the media, and migration.

-The Spanish Ministry of Education and Science presented the Act on Education
and the Resources Center for the Attention of Cultural Diversity in Education.

-The President of Spain, Mr. José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, presented the 
Alliance of Civilizations at the United Nations. This initiative promotes the 
mutual understanding and appreciation between different cultures and 
civilizations in order to strength an International Culture of Peace. 

2004



SpanishSpanish ProposalsProposals forfor a Culture a Culture ofof
Peace Peace 

MINISTRY OF PRESIDENCY

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

2008 National Plan for the Alliance of Civilizations

20062006 Spanish Act on Education

2006 Resource Center for Attention to Cultural Diversity



SpanishSpanish ProposalsProposals forfor a Culture a Culture ofof PeacePeace
2008 2008 NationalNational Plan Plan forfor thethe Alliance Alliance ofof CivilizationsCivilizations (1/1)(1/1)

Promotion Civic Values
Culture of Peace

2006 SPANISH ACT2006 SPANISH ACT

ON EDUCATION (MEC)ON EDUCATION (MEC)

Dissemination on
Alliance of Civilizations

Integration and Capacities
of Inmigrants

Mutual Understanding 
Appreciation for

Diversity

CREADE (MEC)CREADE (MEC)

PeacePeace
Human Human RightsRights

SolidaritySolidarity
EqualityEquality ......



ProposalsProposals ofof SpanishSpanish MinistryMinistry ofof EducationEducation
andand ScienceScience

2006 Spanish Act on Education2006 Spanish Act on Education
(1/2)(1/2)

�� 2006 2006 SpanishSpanish ActAct onon EducationEducation drawsdraws specialspecial attentionattention toto thethe
improvementimprovement ofof twotwo aspectsaspects: 1) : 1) thethe quality of education andand 2) 2) 
thethe student’s academic results. . LikewiseLikewise, , itit emphasizesemphasizes thethe
importanceimportance ofof educationeducation in in termsterms ofof thethe full full development of
student’s personality relatedrelated toto democratic principles andand
education for all..

�� In In additionaddition, , itit setssets up in up in accordanceaccordance withwith thethe 1978 Spanish
Constitution andand thethe 1985 Spanish Act on the Right for
Education, thethe followingfollowing PRINCIPLESPRINCIPLES relate relate toto a Culture a Culture ofof
PeacePeace::

1.1. EducationEducation onon thethe preventionprevention ofof conflictconflict andand peacefulpeaceful
resolutionresolution as as wellwell as nonas non--violenceviolence, in , in all areasall areas ofof
personal, personal, familyfamily andand social social lifelife..

2.2. DevelopmentDevelopment ofof equalityequality betweenbetween womenwomen andand menmen..



ProposalsProposals ofof SpanishSpanish MinistryMinistry ofof EducationEducation
andand ScienceScience

2006 Spanish Act on Education (2/2)2006 Spanish Act on Education (2/2)

TheThe 2006 2006 SpanishSpanish ActAct onon EducationEducation alsoalso includesincludes somesome AIMSAIMS in in 
accordanceaccordance withwith a Culture a Culture ofof PeacePeace::

1. 1. EducationEducation in in thethe respect for basic rights and liberties, in the
prevention of conflicts and peaceful resolution, in the practice of 
peace, respect for human rights, etc.

2. 2. EducationEducation in in thethe acquisitionacquisition ofof valuesvalues whichwhich favourfavour respectrespect forfor the the 
environment and sustainable development.

3. 3. EducationEducation in in thethe respectrespect forfor Spain’s linguistic and cultural plurality
as an enriching factor in society.

4. 4. EducationEducation in in the exercise of citizenship and active participation in in 
economiceconomic, social, , social, andand cultural cultural lifelife..

5. 5. EducationEducation in in thethe adquisitionadquisition ofof a a critical and responsible attitude..



Proposals of Spanish Ministry of Education and Scie nceProposals of Spanish Ministry of Education and Scie nce
TThe Resource Center for Attention to Cultural Divers ity in Educathe Resource Center for Attention to Cultural Divers ity in Educat ionion

(1/2)(1/2)

WHAT IS CREADE?WHAT IS CREADE?

It isIt is a virtuala virtual and physical resources center with and physical resources center with three main goalsthree main goals::

�� To provideTo provide a responsea response to the concerns of professionalsto the concerns of professionals inin the the 
educational andeducational and socialsocial fields with regard tofields with regard to culturalcultural diversitydiversity..

�� To offerTo offer aa national and international point of referencenational and international point of reference inin orderorder
to encourage research and innovation, coordinate efforts, to to encourage research and innovation, coordinate efforts, to 
share information, and disseminate good practices. share information, and disseminate good practices. 

�� To encourage mechanisms that foster the creation of To encourage mechanisms that foster the creation of 
collaboration networks between educational administrations, collaboration networks between educational administrations, 
social agents, and every person involved in intercultural social agents, and every person involved in intercultural 
citizenship.citizenship.



ProposalsProposals ofof SpanishSpanish MinistryMinistry ofof EducationEducation andand ScienceScience
TThe Resource Center for Attention to Cultural Divers ity in Educathe Resource Center for Attention to Cultural Divers ity in Educat ionion

(2/2)(2/2)

CREADE ACTIONS:CREADE ACTIONS:

�� Supporting research and innovation on intercultural education.Supporting research and innovation on intercultural education.

�� Creating a Study Committee to identify and evaluate good Creating a Study Committee to identify and evaluate good 
educational practices, carry out case studies, analyse legislatieducational practices, carry out case studies, analyse legislation on 
and educational policies, formulate initiatives, and develop and educational policies, formulate initiatives, and develop 
projects.projects.

�� Organizing conferences, symposiums or congresses focused on Organizing conferences, symposiums or congresses focused on 
Cultural Diversity.Cultural Diversity.

�� Providing guidance and training for educational Providing guidance and training for educational centerscenters and and 
working teams.working teams.

�� Publishing materials and resources of interest for the educationPublishing materials and resources of interest for the educational, al, 
social, and cultural spheres.social, and cultural spheres.
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